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− Significant investment in state-of-the-art equipment to increase R&D capacity and speed 

at Toyama facility 

− Capacity for synthesis and evaluation of hydrogenation catalysts more than doubled 

− New test unit simulates industrial reactor conditions in styrene production 

MUNICH, DECEMBER 9, 2021 

 

Clariant’s Catalysts business unit continues to advance its R&D capabilities. The company 

recently made a significant investment to modernize its research facility in Toyama, Japan, 

preparing it for faster, more efficient experimentation. In addition to being Clariant’s global 

competence center for nickel-based hydrogenation and styrene catalyst development, the Toyama 

site is also involved in other research fields, including custom catalysts, emission control, and 

emerging applications of power-to-x technologies. 

 

Two key products developed in Toyama are Clariant’s NiSat® powder catalysts for hydrogenation, 

and StyroMax® styrene production catalysts. Capacity for synthesis and evaluation of NiSat 

catalysts has now more than doubled. This significantly accelerates new catalyst lead generation 

and scale-up, while application tests ensure products meet customer requirements. For styrene 

catalysts, a new test unit allows more accurate simulation of industrial reactor conditions in styrene 

production. This not only enhances Clariant’s capabilities in styrene catalyst development, but also 

strengthens cooperation with process licensors. 

 

Marvin Estenfelder, Head of Global R&D at Clariant's Business Unit Catalysts, commented, “The 

Toyama expansion is part of our strategy to steadily sharpen our R&D profile around the world. In 

2020, we doubled the capacity of our high-throughput catalyst R&D center in Palo Alto, California. 

And earlier this year, we inaugurated our state-of-the-art R&D center at the new One Clariant 

Campus in Shanghai. These developments strengthen our research capacities globally and they 

allow us to respond faster to regional needs.” 

 

Koji Ito, General Manager Clariant Catalysts Japan, added, “Clariant is committed to local R&D in 

key markets, like Japan, to capture regional trends and talents. We also maintain and actively 

seek to expand collaborations with universities in Japan who provide advanced research in 

catalysis.” 
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Founded in 1964, Clariant Catalysts Japan conducts R&D and production from its facilities in 

Toyama, as well as customer relations and technical services from its offices in Tokyo. The 

Toyama facility is one of Clariant Catalysts’ 10 global R&D centers, and the third largest of its 14 

production bases. 

 

 
Clariant’s catalyst research and production site in Toyama, Japan. 
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GLOBAL TRADE MEDIA RELATIONS 

 

Stefanie Nehlsen 

Phone +41 61 469 63 63 

stefanie.nehlsen@clariant.com 

 

Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram. 

Read our latest blog on The Moleculist. 

 
® TRADEMARK OF CLARIANT REGISTERED IN MANY COUNTRIES. 

 

www.clariant.com 

 

 

Clariant is a focused, sustainable and innovative specialty chemical company based in Muttenz, near Basel/Switzerland. On 31 December 

2020, the company employed a total workforce of 13 235. In the financial year 2020, Clariant recorded sales of CHF 3.860 billion for its continuing 

businesses. The company reports in three business areas: Care Chemicals, Catalysis and Natural Resources. Clariant’s corporate strategy is 

led by the overarching purpose of ‘Greater chemistry – between people and planet’ and reflects the importance of connecting customer focus, 

innovation, sustainability, and people. 

 

www.clariant.com/catalysts 

 

 

Clariant's Catalysts business unit is a leading global developer and producer of catalysts for industrial processes. It has been part of the Catalysis 

business area of the Clariant Group since the acquisition of the German Süd-Chemie in 2011. Clariant Catalysts has a total of 14 production 

sites (incl. Joint Ventures), 7 sales offices, and 10 R&D and technical centers around the world. Approximately 2 044 employees serve customers 

across all regional markets. Aimed at delivering sustainable value to customers, Clariant's catalysts and adsorbents are designed to increase 

production throughput, lower energy consumption, and reduce hazardous emissions from industrial processes. The broad portfolio also includes 

products that enable the use of alternative feedstock for chemical and fuel production. 

 

Press release and photography can be downloaded from www.clariant.com or www.PressReleaseFinder.com. 
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