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Munich, June 25, 2020 – Clariant Catalysts is picking up speed with the successful expansion of its 

high-throughput R&D center in Palo Alto, California. Thanks to a significant investment, the 

upgraded facility is fitted with the latest high-throughput equipment, and will be home to an 

expanded team of technical experts. By doubling the research and development capacity of its Palo 

Alto facility, the company greatly strengthens its ability to offer faster and better solutions to its 

customers, and to support partners with custom catalyst scale-up projects. 

High-throughput R&D combines state-of-the art hardware, robotics, automated procedures, and 

specialized software – including machine learning and other Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools – to 

enable up to 100 times faster experimentation compared to traditional practices. Clariant leverages 

this innovative methodology, along with its well-established expertise and knowledge in catalyst 

development and production, to accelerate time-to-market by reducing the catalyst discovery and 

development phase by 3-4 years.  

Stefan Heuser, Senior Vice President & General Manager at Clariant Catalysts, commented, “The 

expansion of our Palo Alto high-throughput catalyst R&D center represents an essential milestone of 

our business strategy. Thanks to its location, the center capitalizes on the high-tech nature of Silicon 

Valley. We are very excited about the advances in catalyst technology we plan to achieve here for our 

customers.” 

Since its establishment in 2009, Clariant’s Palo Alto center has focused exclusively on high-

throughput catalyst research and development. Many of the scientists and engineers at the site have 

done pioneering work in this field, and tens of thousands of catalysts have been made and tested at 

the center. This has resulted in several highly successful commercial products, such as the selective 

hydrogenation catalyst OleMax® 260. 

  

 

Clariant doubles capacity of its high-
throughput catalyst R&D center in Palo Alto  

 

 

• Significant investment into extension of high-throughput catalyst 

R&D center in Palo Alto 

• The enlarged high-tech state-of-the-art facility will accommodate 

additional technical experts and cutting-edge equipment 

• Expansion will substantially accelerate catalyst discovery, 

development, and overall time-to-market 
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Anthony Volpe, Head of the Palo Alto R&D Center, described the advantages of the expansion, 

stating, “Increasing our capacity allows us to boost both productivity and innovation, which will 

result in faster development of catalysts for our customers. We are also accelerating our work to 

advance the state-of-the-art in high throughput technologies, especially in supporting catalyst scale-

up and production.” 

 

Sample preparation with a high-throughput robot in Clariant Catalysts’ expanded research center in Palo Alto, California. 
(Photo: Clariant) 
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Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram. 

 
 
OleMax® IS A TRADEMARK OF CLARIANT REGISTERED IN MANY COUNTRIES.  
 
 
www.clariant.com 
 

Clariant is a focused, sustainable and innovative specialty chemical company based in Muttenz, near Basel/Switzerland. On 31 December 

2019, the company employed a total workforce of 17 223. In the financial year 2019, Clariant recorded sales of CHF 4.399 billion for its 

continuing businesses. The company reports in three business areas: Care Chemicals, Catalysis and Natural Resources. Clariant’s corporate 

strategy is based on five pillars: focus on innovation and R&D, add value with sustainability, reposition portfolio, intensify growth, and increase 

profitability. 

 

 

www.clariant.com/catalysts 
 

Clariant’s Catalysts business unit is a leading global developer and producer of catalysts for industrial processes. It has been part of the 

Catalysis business area of the Clariant Group since the acquisition of Süd-Chemie in 2011. Clariant Catalysts is headquartered in Munich, 

Germany, and has a total of 16 production sites (incl Joint Ventures), 7 sales offices, and 11 R&D and technical centers around the world. 

Approximately 2 061 employees serve customers across all regional markets. Aimed at delivering sustainable value to customers, Clariant’s 

catalysts and adsorbents are designed to increase production throughput, lower energy consumption, and reduce hazardous emissions from 

industrial processes. The broad portfolio also includes products that enable the use of alternative feedstock for chemical and fuel production. 
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