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Muttenz, August 27, 2019 – Clariant, a focused and innovative specialty chemical company, today 

announced it will significantly expand the capacity of its catalysts production facility in Panjin, 

Liaoning province, Northeast China. A double-digit CHF million investment will further optimize 

the existing facility and enable the creation of a new state-of-the-art production line for Clariant’s 

SynDane maleic anhydride (MA) catalyst. 

"This investment supports Clariant’s strategy of focusing on its core high-value specialty businesses 

to intensify growth. Asia-Pacific, and especially China, is a main growth market and therefore it is 

vital that we continue to enhance our presence and customer proximity," said Hans Bohnen, 

Clariant's Chief Operating Officer. 

The ambitious project will allow Clariant to enable its customers to meet the dynamically growing 

global demand for MA, as production is expected to jump from 1.75 million tons in 2018 to 2.07 

million tons in 20221. MA is a fundamental component of polymers and coatings used in the 

construction, automotive, marine, and energy industries. 

Stefan Heuser, Senior Vice President & General Manager Business Unit Catalysts at Clariant, 

commented on the development: “With a high-performance MA catalyst range and extensive R&D 

investment, Clariant is well positioned to support MA producers globally. The expansion of our 

catalyst production in Panjin will further strengthen our leading role in this market.” 

Clariant’s SynDane catalysts are optimized for cost-efficient MA production via selective oxidation of 

n-butane in fixed-bed tubular reactors. Thanks to their innovative microstructure and chemical 

composition, they offer superior yield, selectivity and operating stability. This greatly reduces the 

formation of by-products (such as acrylic acid and acetic acid) as well as their downstream 

polymerization, thus minimizing downtime for equipment. 

                                                        
1 IHS Markit Chemical Economics Handbook, November 2018 

 

Clariant to significantly expand production of 
maleic anhydride catalysts in China 

 

 

• Double-digit CHF million investment significantly increases 

catalyst production capacity in Panjin plant, Northeast China 

• Investment enables Clariant to meet growing demand for maleic 

anhydride (MA) catalysts, especially in Asia 

• Clariant’s SynDane® catalysts allow cost-efficient production of 

maleic anhydride with higher yields and minimal by-products 

 

 

https://www.clariant.com/en/Solutions/Products/2019/04/15/08/29/SynDane-Series
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Since 2007, Clariant has produced SynDane MA catalysts at the Panjin plant as a joint venture with 

North Huajin Chemical Industries Group Corporation, one of China’s leading petrochemical 

companies. The sophisticated production site in Panjin engages more than 140 employees in 

manufacturing catalysts and adsorbents for the production of butane-based maleic anhydride, 

ammonia, hydrogen, and methanol, as well as other applications. 

 

 

Clariant’s production complex in Panjin, Liaoning province – the location of the expanded state-of-the-art maleic anhydride 
catalyst plant. (Photo: Clariant) 
 
 
  



   

MEDIA RELEASE 

  

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CORPORATE MEDIA RELATIONS 
 

GLOBAL TRADE MEDIA RELATIONS 
 

JOCHEN DUBIEL 

Phone +41 61 469 63 63 

jochen.dubiel@clariant.com 

STEFANIE NEHLSEN 

Phone +41 61 469 63 63 

stefanie.nehlsen@clariant.com 

CLAUDIA KAMENSKY 

Phone +41 61 469 63 63 

claudia.kamensky@clariant.com 

CAROLINE SCHMID  

Phone +41 61 469 63 63 

caroline.schmid@clariant.com 

THIJS BOUWENS 

Phone +41 61 469 63 63 

thijs.bouwens@clariant.com 

REGIONAL MEDIA RELATIONS 

ECHO HE 

Phone +86 21 2248 30 85 

echo.he@clariant.com 
 
 
Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram. 

 
 
SynDane® IS A TRADEMARK OF SCIENTIFIC DESIGN COMPANY, INC., REGISTERED IN THE U.S. AND 
OTHER COUNTRIES 
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Clariant is a focused and innovative specialty chemical company, based in Muttenz near Basel/Switzerland. On 31 December 2018 the 

company employed a total workforce of 17 901. In the financial year 2018, Clariant recorded sales of CHF 4.404 billion for its continuing 

businesses. The company reports in three business areas: Care Chemicals, Catalysis and Natural Resources. Clariant’s corporate strategy is 

based on five pillars: focus on innovation and R&D, add value with sustainability, reposition portfolio, intensify growth, and increase profitability. 

 

 

www.clariant.com/catalysts 
 

Clariant’s Catalysts business unit is a leading global developer and producer of catalysts for industrial processes. It has been part of the 

Catalysis business area of the Clariant Group since the acquisition of Süd-Chemie in 2011. Clariant Catalysts is headquartered in Munich, 

Germany, and has a total of 16 production sites (incl Joint Ventures), 7 sales offices, and 11 R&D and technical centers around the world. 

Approximately 2 061 employees serve customers across all regional markets. Aimed at delivering sustainable value to customers, Clariant’s 

catalysts and adsorbents are designed to increase production throughput, lower energy consumption, and reduce hazardous emissions from 

industrial processes. The broad portfolio also includes products that enable the use of alternative feedstock for chemical and fuel production. 

 

 

Press release and photography can be downloaded from www.clariant.com or www.PressReleaseFinder.com. 
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