Media Release

Clariant Launches New EQius™ Brand for
Humidity-Control Packaging Solutions
• Controlled-atmosphere products united under new name
• Healthcare Packaging making announcement at Pharmapack
• Includes packets, canisters, caps and bags
Muttenz, February 8, 2018 – Clariant, a world leader in Specialty Chemicals, and its Healthcare
Packaging business unit, is introducing a new brand name to encompass all of the products and
technology related to equilibrium relative humidity (ERH) stabilization. The announcement is being
made at Pharmapack Europe 2018 (Paris, 7 & 8 February), where the company is exhibiting on
Stand E14.
The new brand – EQius – will be used as an umbrella brand for products currently marketed as
EQ-Pak® packets, EQ-Can® canisters, EQ-Stopper™ closures, and EQ-Bag™ bags, along with the
raw material that goes in them. The different forms make it possible to customize humidity control
throughout the drug-product development cycle, from bulk ingredients to finished pharmaceuticals.
“When Clariant first introduced the ‘EQ’ concept, we offered only two forms – packets and
canisters,” recalls Elisa Le Floch, Pharm.D., Clariant Healthcare Packaging, Business Development
Manager. “Since then, we have doubled the size of our portfolio of humidity-control packaging
solutions and now make them available all over the world.”
The EQius products are made using specially engineered sorbents that can act as humectants
(desorbers) and desiccants (adsorbers) simultaneously, maintaining a particular equilibrium relative
humidity inside product packaging. This line of standard equilibrium-stabilizer products can
maintain ERH levels of 10%, 20%, or 30% to help protect finished drug products in bottles or tubes,
or to help protect bulk ingredients (powders, capsules) in boxes or bags before, during, or after
tableting or filling operations.
“While hydrolytic degradation of drugs can be addressed by removing substantially all humidity
entering the packaging using a desiccant,” Le Floch explains. “Specific drug properties may require
that a specific range of humidity be maintain throughout the shelf life of a drug product or
ingredient.” Typical examples include micronized drug powders used in inhalers or gelatin capsules.
In these and other applications both too much humidity and too little can cause unacceptable
damage.
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The existing Clariant humidity-equilibrium products themselves will not change. Once fully in place,
the EQius brandname – which will be clearly printed on each unit --can be expected to make things
simpler for customers. This new single and strong brand will likely offer increased protection against
counterfeiting.
Complete product performance information and samples are available by contacting Clariant
at www.clariant.com/healthpack.

Clariant launches new EQius™ brand for humidity-control packaging solutions. (Photo: Clariant)

™ TRADEMARK
®
TRADEMARK OF CLARIANT REGISTERED IN MANY COUNTRIES.

GLOBAL TRADE MEDIA RELATIONS
S TEF ANIE N EHLSEN
Phone +41 61 469 63 63
stefanie.nehlsen@clariant.com
Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, Google Plus, LinkedIn.

www.clariant.com
Clariant is a globally leading specialty chemicals company, based in Muttenz near Basel/Switzerland. On 31 December 2016 the company
employed a total workforce of 17 442. In the financial year 2016, Clariant recorded sales of CHF 5.847 billion for its continuing businesses. The
company reports in four business areas: Care Chemicals, Catalysis, Natural Resources, and Plastics & Coatings. Clariant’s corporate strategy
is based on five pillars: focus on innovation through R&D, add value with sustainability, reposition portfolio, intensify growth, and increase
profitability.
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